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Foreword

This working document is meant to be a helpful instrument in making consistent judging
and decisions. However, at present, it is not an official document and should be
considered as a set of guidelines rather than a set of rules.

Francois Leonardon
Director - IFSC Rules Commission

Fabrizio Minnino
Director - IFSC Officials Commission
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1. General

1.1 Starting lists: https://ifsc.egroupware.net/egw/

The Jury President is responsible for creating the starting lists. The lists have to be
published after the registration time is over and need to be ready for the technical
meeting. Don’t forget to check if your login and password are activated.

1.2 Time in isolation

When checking the timetable, make sure that it respects the minimum time between the
rounds (2 hours) and for each round that it respects the time between the closure of the
isolation and the start of the competition (1 hour).

1.3 Mistake by a Route Judge or Boulder Judge

Only when an obvious mistake has been made by a route judge or boulder judge which
can’t be rectified when not acted upon immediately, the Jury President or the IFSC
Judge should intervene and if necessary overrule the decision.

1.4 Responsibility of the Jury President

Bad belayers should be replaced. Since the JP is responsible for the safety during the
competition he/she must know that in case of an accident, caused by a bad belayer,
he/she will be held responsible. Especially when he/she did not take the right action
(asking the organizer to replace the belayer).

1.5 Duties of the Jury President

After every IFSC international competitions, the JP must send:
-a report
-a copy of the appeal forms
-the videos of the appeals when occurred during qualification rounds
-a copy of the disciplinary action forms

-a copy of the injury report (only if there is an injury during the competition) and if no
injury, the name and Email of the competition doctor.

1.6 Authorizing access to a physiotherapist

In case of technical incident, the JP can authorize the access to the second isolation
room to a physiotherapist. He must be escorted and supervised by an approved official
to ensure that no information can be transmitted.



1.7 Authorizing access of the press in isolation
No press are allowed in isolation after its closure
1.8 Behavior of the coaches in the coaches’ area

Only coaches (of the current discipline) whose competitors are qualified for the current
round are authorized to enter the coaches’ area. They are not allowed to communicate
to their competitors when they are in this area.

1.9 Managing the appeals

* Who is allowed to make an appeal?

Rules 6.13.1.b / 7.13.1.c / 8.13.1.b about appeals are very clear: an appeal will be
made by the relevant competitor only when no team official from the relevant team is
registered for the competition.

The aim of this rule is to avoid to have “false” Team Manager, registered only to be
allowed in the isolation area. A Team Manager is supposed to take care of his
competitors till the real end of the competition.

JPs will print the list of registered Team Managers from Egroupware in order to be sure
about the identity of all Team Managers.

* Appeal time in final

5" is very short especially for youth competitions so we can accept that the coaches
must notify their intention to make an appeal before the end of the 5’ but can have more
time to fill in the form.

* Procedure for managing verbal / official appeals

In case of a verbal appeal, the IFSC judge checks the videos and then confirms or
changes the result of the route/boulder judges. If the coach is not satisfied of the
answer, he can make an official appeal.

e Appeal fees
1. If the video is not useable, the appeal can't be treated so the initial decision stay and

the money is given back.

2. If the appeal jury is not unanimous (i.e. JP and TD have different opinions about the
appeal) the initial decision of the route/boulder judge is not changed, the appeal is lost
and the money is kept.



e Appeal form

Use of the official form is not mandatory, but any written appeal must include the same
information as prescribed by the official form and must be presented on a clean sheet of
paper. The JPs are not supposed to give the form during the competition.

1.10 Team uniforms

e Team uniforms on podiums

All the athletes on the podium will wear a national team top with long sleeves and
closed shoes. The same uniform will be used in interviews, and press conferences
staged by the IFSC or event organizers

* Long or short sleeves?

Every team is allowed to have two different Team tops during the same competition and
round (long sleeves and normal).

e What is a team uniform?

Every Federation will send pictures of their uniform for the coming year to IFSC office
before the first competition. It will be a duty of the TD to check uniforms used in
competition.

1.11 Disciplinary rules

Disciplinary rules are available at:

http://www.ifsc-climbing.org/images/about-ifsc/IFSC Disciplinary Rules.pdf

1.12 Responsibility and security

Any technical equipment used in International Climbing Competitions must meet the
relevant EN Standard (or comparable International equivalent) unless otherwise
specified by the IFSC or, in exceptional circumstances, by the Jury President through
the authority delegated to them by the IFSC. The controlling of such standards is on the
responsibility of:

Equipment CEN Standard Responsibility of
Belay Devices (Locking) EN15151-1 (Draft) Organizer

Belay Devices (Manual) EN15151-2 (Draft) Organizer

Climbing Harness EN12277:2007 (Type C) Competitor

Climbing Holds EN12572-3:2008 Chief routesetter
Climbing Rope EN892:2004 Organizer

Climbing Structures EN12572-1:2008, EN12572-2:2008 Organizer

Karabiners (Screwgate) EN12275:1998 (Type H) Chief routesetter
Karabiners (Self-Locking) EN12275:1998 (Type H) Chief routesetter

Quickdraw/ Tape Slings EN566:2007 Chief routesetter
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Quickdraw/ Connector (Karabiner) EN12275:1998 (Type B, Type D) Chief routesetter
Quickdraw/ Connector (Maillon Rapide) EN12275:1998 (Type Q) Chief routesetter

1.13 Black tape

The black tape itself, uses to separate holds or features non-authorized, is part of
allowed area

2. Lead

2.1 Scoring

A climbing movement is considered as “used” if and only if there is:
* A significant change in position of the competitor's centre of mass;
AND

* The movement of at least one hand in order to reach either (a) the next hold along
the line of the route; or (b) any hold that has been successfully controlled by
another competitor from the hold from which the climbing movement has been
made.

These 2 conditions have to be realized in the same sequence (not necessarily at the
same time).

This process has to be applied strictly.

In the aim to have consistency judgments for all the competitions, some examples of
videos and reference decisions are published on the IFSC website:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9Jcdyj99i8&feature=youtu.be

The IFSC judge is in charge of validating the topo.

2.2 Possibility to watch the routes before entering isolation

It's possible for athletes and coaches to watch the routes before entering in the isolation
but:

* No competitor or team official will be allowed in the competition area.

* RSs will put the Route signs (Men and Women), only after the closure of the
isolation.

2.3 Cleaning of the holds

Cleaning of the holds (normally not more than 20 competitors on the route before
cleaning, maximum 22): make it logical, divide as even as possible, take into account
the other category or age groups and the use of lifts. Inform the competitors when and
how long the cleaning will take. Make sure to use a realistic timeframe so that
competitors know exactly when to warm up.



Example: cleaning after competitor 20. Cleaning time: 15 minutes. Competitor 21 does
not start before 10:30 h

Example: when there are 64 competitors in a group, cleaning could be done after the
16th, 32nd and 48th competitor.

In the final on an youth competition it can happen that more than 22 competitors climb
the same route (sometimes all female climbers climb the same route on a youth
competition).

Make sure cleaning is done and marked on the starting list in isolation.

2.4 Demonstration (qualification round)

Demonstration of the routes: all clips must be demonstrated. So when a forerunner
skips a quickdraw during the demonstration, he/she must return to that point and
demonstrate the clip.

The top quickdraw must be a proper quickdraw, not a chain (see also notes of the 2009
seminar).

2.5 The legitimate position for clipping

Definition: this is the last hold with which the competitor is authorized to clip a
quickdraw. The competitor must be able to touch any part of the quickdraw with a hand
(without hauling up the quickdraw with a foot. The competitor is allowed to touch or held
any further holds without leaving this hold but he will not be given a higher score. If the
competitor leaves this hold, he has to be stopped immediately.

2.6 Technical incident

In case of a technical incident during the qualification (flash routes), the competitor must
wait for his second attempt without having any contact with other competitors or coach
(except a physiotherapist-see above).

The length of his rest period he can ask for is calculated as described in Art 6.11.5 with
a maximum of 20’. The JP will decide when to introduce the competitor's 2nd attempt in
the starting list so as to be as close as possible as the calculated time.

2.7 Appeal time results qualification round (rule 6.13.8)

Where the 2 routes are climbed simultaneously: It is advised to publish the results of the
2 routes at the same time =5 minutes appeal time the combined result of route A and
route B.

Where the 2 routes are climbed one after another*: 5 minutes appeal time for route A
and 5 minutes appeal time for route B. No appeal time for the combined result.

*On World Youth Championships the competitors usually climb route A on the first day
and route B on the second day.



2.8 Use of holes on holds (rule 6.9.9 d)

“Uses with their hands any holes provided for the placement of bolt-on holds, excluding
any such hole on a bolt-on hold”

Two amendments have been made to this rule; the intention of the first being to prohibit
use (by the hands) of holes provided for the attachment of bolt-on holes on both the
climbing wall and volumes as this was not explicit in previous versions of the rules.

The initial amended wording was however unclear on whether holes on bolt-on holds
could be used, e.g.

This has been addressed in a second amendment, which makes clear that such holes
may be used. If routesetters wish to disallow use of such holes they must plug them to
prevent their use.

3. Boulder
3.1 Reducing the number of boulders

This can be possible only in case of unforeseen events (weather, a broken volume
beyond repair,...).

3.2 Observation

No information (starting position, bonus hold, finishing position, black tape...) is given
by the boulder judges to the competitors, except when asked.

3.3 Marking of the holds

The advised method to mark holds is to use a flash of colored tape. Only when it is not
clear a box can be used (on or around a volume for example).

Volumes are considered as holds so the Jury President and the IFSC Judge have to be
very careful about the marking of starting, bonus and top holds on them. It needs to be

clear for the judges and the competitors concerning the control of such holds.
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3.4 Use of holes on holds (rule 7.9.5 c)

“Uses with their hands any holes provided for the placement of bolt-on holds, excluding
any such hole on a bolt-on hold”

Two amendments have been made to this rule; the intention of the first being to prohibit
use (by the hands) of holes provided for the attachment of bolt-on holes on both the
climbing wall and volumes as this was not explicit in previous versions of the rules.

The initial amended wording was however unclear on whether holes on bolt-on holds
could be used, e.g.

This has been addressed in a second amendment, which makes clear that such holes
may be used. If routesetters wish to disallow use of such holes they must plug them to
prevent their use.

3.5 Controlling the bonus hold

The Bonus Hold shall be considered as “controlled” where a competitor has made use
of the hold to achieve a stable or controlled position.
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Not controlled Controlled

If a competitor touches the bonus hold and

1) If it is clear that the competitor did not use the bonus hold to achieve a stable or
controlled position, then no bonus should be given

2) If it is clear that the competitor did use the bonus hold to achieve a stable or
controlled position, then the bonus should be given; and lastly

3) Ifitis not clear whether or not the competitor did use the bonus hold to achieve a
stable or controlled position, then the bonus should be given. i.e. the competitor
has the benefit of doubt.

In the aim to have consistency judgments for all the competitions, some examples of
videos and reference decisions are published on the web at this link:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjFWyCDn-t4&feature=youtu.be
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3.6 Technical incidents-How to create a slot

The following chart must be used for handling a technical incident.

Qualification round

Tl on boulder 1 | The competitor is re-introduced in the next rotation on boulder 1

Tl on boulder 2 | you create the slot in place of the 6th competitor

Tl on boulder 3 | you create the slot in place of the 2nd competitor

Tl on boulder 4 | you create the slot immediately

Tl on boulder 5 | you create the slot immediately

Semifinal round

Tl on boulder 1 | The competitor is re-introduced in the next rotation on boulder 1

Tl on boulder 2 | you create the slot in place of the 4th competitor

Tl on boulder 3 | you create the slot immediately

Tl on boulder 4 | you create the slot immediately

For managing the TI:

You have to take into account the start list in transit area and see who will be the next
competitor starting in his first problem. If it's immediately, you send no one in place of
the next competitor and if it's not immediately, you calculate using this table, the place
where you create the slot rather than sending a competitor.

Example 1: If the Tl occurs in B3 in the 7 final, you send no one in B1 in the next
rotation.

Example 2: If the Tl occurs in B2 in qualification, you check who will be the 6th to go
from now in B1 and in place of him, you send no one.

For the final round: All appeals must be dealt with before moving on to the next
boulder. So in case a competitor is entitled to reclimb the boulder, it must be
done before moving on to the next boulder.



3.7 Standing position

Standing position: in case a boulder can only be topped by reaching a standing
position, it has been decided that the rule will be applied strictly. This means that the
competitor must stand up straight before the rotation signal in order to get his TOP
validated.

3.8 TOP = OK + raise one hand

In order to be able to check on the video recording if the Boulder Judge has said OK or
not, the Boulder Judges are asked to raise one hand when saying “OK.

3.9 Jumping to clean a hold

Even if jumping to brush a hold is not allowed (see rule 7.7.11) no attempt can be given
for doing this. The competitor should get a verbal warning first and only if he/she
continues to do so, receive a yellow card. Jumping to get a better sight on a hold is
allowed.

3.10 Interpretation of article 7.13.4 in case of a wrong judging
decision

In the case of a wrong judging decision (incorrect awarding the top or wrong starting
position without being stopped by the judge), the attempt is counted.

3.11 Extra rest zone after the last boulder (Qualification and
Semi-Final) (rule 7.13.4)

An appeal concerning the judgement of a competitor's attempt must be made
immediately and:

a) Inthe case of the Qualification or Semi-Final rounds, within the current or next
following rotation period;

The part in bolt was added to make it possible for the coaches to lodge an appeal when
the case happened in the last seconds of the rotation period. In order to handle such
appeals it is necessary that the competitors are kept in an extra rest zone after the last
boulder for 1 rotation period.
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4. Speed

4.1 Cancellation of the final round

If, in the case of unforeseen events, the Jury President decide to stop the competition
during the final round, the qualification round shall count as the final ranking of the
competition.

4.2 New bib numbers final round

In order to facilitate the making of pairs in the final round, new bibnumbers can be given
to the finalists so that it is easy for the isolation steward to make the pairs (the best
ranked shall get nr. 1, the last ranked nr. 16). The IFSC result service allows giving new
bibnumbers to competitors. Another system is to keep the existing bibnumber and give
an extra number to put f.e. on the pants. This practice is not compulsory but is useful.

4.3 Starting order WC format 2 lanes, qualification round

WR-format 2 lanes: Both routes are climbed simultaneously. The competitors are split
at random in two equally, or almost equally, large groups and the starting lists for the
two routes are randomized. When a competitor has finished his/her attempt on one
route, he/she is added at the end of the starting list of the other route. The competitors
will always climb in pairs.

Example with an even number of competitors in a category (8 competitors) and an
example with an odd number of competitors in a category (9 competitors).

Even number (8) Odd number (9)
Route A | Route B Route A | Route B
1} 5 1} 5
2 6 2 6
3 7 3 7
4 8 4 8
S 1 S 9
6 B 6 1
7 3 7 2
8 4 8 3

9 4




4.4 False start

General principle: a competitor is allowed to make only one (1) false start in the whole of
the competition without penalty. When the same competitor makes a second false start
he/she will be ranked last in that stage of the competition without a valid time.

Qualification round, if he/she makes 2 false starts, he/she will be ranked last with no
valid time (even if he has 1 valid time in the first route).

In the final round, if he/she makes a second false start, he/she will be ranked last of
the stage. The opponent competitor must complete their attempt.

Take care of strictly write down all false starts!
4.5 Automatic start

New systems producing an automatic start (from the order "ready” to the start signal)
can be used.



5. Result Service

5.1 Creating automatically bib numbers

Automatic bib numbers
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Insert here the bib number and then
press the button UPDATE
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numbers!
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City
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If you want insert the bib number automatically type X+1 (where X is the first bib
number) and press the button UPDATE. All the bib numbers will be automatically
created.

EXAMPLES:

if you type 1+1 and then update, the athletes will automatically receive the
numbers1/2/3/4/5/ ...

if you type 50+1 and then update, the athletes will automatically receive

the numbers50/51/52/53/54/55/ .......
If you type 142 and then update, the athletes will automatically receive the
numbers1/3/5/7/9/ ...

if you type 50+2 and then update, the athletes will automatically receive

the numbers50/52/54/56/58/60/ .......

5.2 Moving results from UNPUBLISHED to RESULT OFFICIAL

When the provisional results (of any round) have been checked and, if necessary,
modified use the EDIT THIS HEAT button to confirm the results.
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In case of an accepted appeal it is possible to change the official results:

Push the EDIT THIS HEAT button

Change the status of this heat to UNPUBLISHED
Modify the appealed result

Change the status of this heat to RESULT OFFICIAL
Print it again
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VERY IMPORTANT!

After every round it is possible to display general results but don’t move the
GENERAL RESULT status to RESULT OFFICIAL till the very end of the competition
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